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Welcome to Loreto Primary School 
 

Welcome to Loreto Primary School, Strand.  Loreto is a Catholic Christian School.  Here 

at Loreto we have a proud tradition of creating confidence, generosity and 

responsible living amongst our children. 

 

The values of our Foundress, Mary Ward forms the core of our Loreto Family.  The 

values of Joy, Sincerity, Truth, Freedom and Justice is the foundation of our 

relationships, our work and our interaction with all of creation. 

 

The 400 children who attend Loreto Primary School thrive within our nurturing Loreto 

Family.  Grade 2 to 7 children are housed in the main school building; while the Grade 

R and 1’s happily enjoy their early childhood environment at Loreto House.  

 

Children who receive their primary school education at Loreto Primary School will be 

well prepared socially, academically, spiritually and emotionally for their future. 

 

A Brief History of Loreto 
  

The Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary (IBVM), also known as Loreto, was 

founded by Mary Ward at St. Omar in Flanders in 1609. Today Loreto schools 

can be found on 5 continents. The first South African school was opened in 

Pretoria in 1878. Loreto Convent, Strand opened on 1 February 1925 with 

three pupils. The number soon increased to nine. Over the years the number 

steadily increased and classes ranged from Sub A to Standard 10. As a result 

of the high running costs the boarding school closed in 1974 and the school 

continued only as a primary school. Due to the decreasing number of Loreto 

Sisters, the Sisters entrusted the continuation of Loreto Primary School to a 

Board of Governors in 1989. The first lay principal was Miss Athena Annasiadis. 

There were approximately 140 pupils at this time. In 1995 the Grade R class 

opened. In 2004 the status of the school changed to public on private 

property.  

  

In 2013 permission was granted by the Loreto Sisters to incorporate Loreto 

Convent into the existing school building. By means of extensive renovations 

and alterations, the school is able to accommodate two classes per grade. 

The carrying capacity of the second class is 22 children in the Foundation 

Phase and 24 in the Intermediate and Senior Phase. Currently the school has 

441 children. 

In 2021 Loreto House became part of the school.  Loreto House 

accommodates the Grade R and 1 classes. 
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    Foundress Mary Ward 

    1585 – 1645 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

THE LORETO CREST 

 
This beautiful and familiar crest is the badge that Loreto learners wear, since it 

distinguishes them as children of Mary. The words Maria Regina Angelorum, 

mean Mary Queen of Angels. 

  

The place of honour in the design is the Holy Cross, the emblem of our 

salvation. to take the Lord’s invitation to take up our cross daily and follow 

him through the difficult paths of our lives. 

  

The Sacred Heart crowned with the cross helps us realise that love is stronger 

than death, and from this we may draw the strength we need to deal with 

sorrow and difficulties. 

  

The heart of Mary, our Queen and Mother, encourages us to imitate her and 

embrace generously all that is needed for our salvation. 

  

The Anchor of Hope is placed in our hands to keep us firm and steadfast 

amidst the storms of life. 

  

“Cruci dum spiro fido”, the words that mean – ‘In the Cross, while I breathe, I 

trust.’ 
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Loreto School Song 
Our school is proudly built 

On the values of Mary Ward 

Her God-filled life 

Was like a flourishing tree 

She found her walk with God 

Brought balance in life. 

She had integrity, 

This servant of God. 

  

Put your faith in Jesus Christ 

Have respect for one another 

Be an instrument of Peace, 

Love your neighbour as yourself. 

  

God bless our school today, 

We are greatful 

For what you gave 

Make us obedient to your call. 

Help us to love you 

With all our hearts. 

In you we live and move 

And have our being. 

  

Put your faith in Jesus Christ 

Have respect for one another 

Be an instrument of Peace, 

Love your neighbour as yourself. 

  

Loreto School, Loreto 

Praise the Lord give him glory. 

Loreto School, Loreto 

Praise the Lord give him glory. 
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Religious Dimension of the School Life 
 

“God’s glory is shown in each person who is fully alive” 

  

Based on the values and vision of our founder Mary Ward, and true to the 

tradition established by the IBVM order, the formation imparted at Loreto 

gives priority to the integration of the spiritual, intellectual, moral, physical, 

and emotional development of the individual person of the child. 

Relationships within Loreto education are characterised by the values of 

Sincerity, Freedom, Justice, Integrity and Joy. 

  

The Loreto School community is part of the local and universal Catholic 

Church, in a multi-faith school environment where religious celebrations and 

experiences nourish and deepen the spirituality of each and every person 

and emphasise the values shared by the different faith traditions. 

 

The Religious Education at Loreto aims 

  

 to teach about religion, so that the religious dimension of life is understood 

and valued 

 to educate through religion, to form and inform the conscience, enabling 

sound moral choices 

 to ready Loreto children for religion, enabling them to live their religious 

tradition in a committed and meaningful way. 

  

In order to bring some measure of relief to those who suffer under oppression 

and poverty, Loreto is committed to helping those in need. 
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Academic 
  

Loreto has a proud tradition of academic excellence, achieving consistently 

outstanding results in Language and Mathematics. 

Loreto children participate in external competitions such as the AMESA 

Mathematics Challenge and the SACEE Language Challenge. Internal 

competitions are run throughout the year to maintain the high academic 

standards. 

A Bookworm programme is run for learners in the Foundation phase who 

experience difficulties with reading. 
  

Sport 
  

A Sports’ Coach is employed to coach all the boys’ sport. Learners from 

Grade 1 to 7 participate. Loreto teams take part in Inter-Catholic Schools’ 

and inter-school league competitions. 

Summer Sport: Athletics, Tennis, Cricket, Chess, Karate 

Winter Sport: Netball, Soccer, Chess, Karate. 
  

Cultural Activities 
  

A part-time Art and educator and a full time Music Educator are employed 

by the school. The school performs a concert every third year in which every 

child participates. 
  

  

Activities 
  

 Junior and Senior Choir 

 Private music tuition is offered in piano, recorder and guitar 
  Drama 
 Poetry Eisteddfod 

 

Aftercare 
Aftercare is offered until 17:30 daily during the school term.  Parents wishing to 

make use of this facility, are requested to contact the school. 
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16 Gordons Bay Road, Strand, 7140, Western Cape, South Africa 

P.O. Box 135, Strand, 7139, Western Cape, South Africa 

 

Email: loreto.prim@wcgschools.gov.za 

 

Tel: 021 853 3377 

Fax: 021 854 3358 

  

SCHOOL HOURS  

Monday –  Thursday:  

    07:50 –  12:30  Grade R 

    07:50 –  13:00 Grade 1 

    07:50 –  14:30 Grade 2 - 7  

Fr iday:  

    07:50 –  12:30 Grade R 

    07:50 –  13:00 Grade 1 –  7  

 

 

Foundress Mary Ward 

1585 – 1645 


